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üCyprus is a country with a population 

of less than one million people  

üIt is estimated that we have close to 

200,000 stray dogs and close to 2 

million stray/feral cats  

 



ü1891 UK vowed to campaign against 

muzzling, prolonged chaining, and 

experimentation on dogs [é] 

ü2017 Cyprus law allows for the dogs 

to be chained  

 



üChange is inevitable.   

üCultural changes are happening as 

we speak.  

üThe art of manipulating change in 

companion animal welfare to our 

benefit is up to us.  



Title slide  

Is there something to salvage in a culture 

that ôdogõ is a synonym to ôdirtyõ and feral 

cats are a plague and should be 

eradicated like mice and rats?  

Well we wouldnõt be here today if we 

believed that all is lost and change is futile . 

 



ü Early years 

ü Government control of 

ôEchinococcus  granulosusõ  

üôattackõ phase included the 

eradication of the stray dog 

population  



With the numbers of stray dogs, and 

the problems related to them, 

increasing exponentially the 

government was forced to tackle the 

problem and in October of 2002 we 

have the first ôDog Lawõ 



2006 Creation of ôCyprus Voice for Animals 

Cyprus Voice for Animals was founded because 

of the:  

üAbsence of a strong animal welfare lobby  

üAnimal Welfare Laws are not implemented  

üWidespread ignorance of proper animal care  

üIncreased neglect and cruelty to animals  

 



Common questions  

When I adopted my first dog the common questions from 

family, friends and colleagues were:  

üDoes she live in the house?  

üDoes she sit on the couch?  

üDoes she sleep in your bed?  

üThey were hoping that the answer to all three questions 

was NO ! 



Unfortunately in Cyprus there were and still 

are competing priorities and tragedies;  

children over animals,  

unemployment over animals,  

financial crisis over animals,  

natural disasters over animalsé 



Prioritize causes over causes  

üWhenever animals are concerned 

people take the opportunity to 

attack, to compare and prioritize 

causes over causes.  

üComparing the Incomparable is 

useless, disturbing and destructive.  

 



Overbreeding of popular breeds  

Like other cultures we had our share of 

problems related to popular breeds and 

the problems of overbreeding for quick 

and easy profit;  

ôLassieõ (Collie), Dalmatian,  

St. Bernhard, Pitbulls and the Nordic Dogs  



pure breed vs mixed breed  

How does one promote adoptions 

when people are:  

üreluctant to adopt mixed breeds  

üAnd the cat population exceeds by 

far the human population on the 

island  



Social media  

üôA dog is for life not just for Christmasõ Clarissa 

Baldwin  

üôDonõt breed or buy while shelter dogs die õ 

üôYou canõt buy love but you can rescue itõ 

üSaving a rescue dog will not change the world, 

but surely for that one dog the world will 

change forever.  

 



Unfortunately we are doing it backwards: 

we struggle for a legislation that would 

solve the problems of overpopulation and 

lack of responsible ownership when people 

are not ready to accept it since many 
donõt know that there is a problem. 



ü2012 was the year that the Cypriots marched 

the streets of Nicosia not very far from here to 

demand justice for ôThunderõ.  

üJust one more abuse case  

üIf I was to single out that one most significant 

moment in the history of the animal welfare 

movement in my country, that would be it.  









Unless we can divert our focus 

from ôwho is to blameõ to ôhow 

they can join usõ things will 

continue as they are.  



Only when we focus on education, invest 

in the next generation of people who will 

consider the coexistent and cohabitation 

with companion animals as a normal thing, 

only then we can start seeing the so much 
anticipated change.  



Education and Promotion of Animal Welfare  

Education :  

Launching the ôSchoolAthon  2017-18õ 

Target :  

Reach 5000 primary school children in 

one school year.  



Promotion of Companion Animal Welfare  

Launching a series of short video clips  

ü Social media  

ü TV  

ü Radio Stations  



Promoting volunteer work  



Cat facts!  



Adoption is a family business  



Abused animals éJust look into their eyesé  



The ôblack dog syndromeõ 


